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Best known in the U.S. for bizarre and unsettling horror films like PULSE and CURE, Kiyoshi Kurosawa tackles a 
different yet all too familiar kind of terror: economic downsizing. Set in contemporary Tokyo, a typical household 
secretly teeters on the verge of collapse when its principal breadwinner, salary man Ryuhei Sasaki, loses his job. Too 
ashamed to tell his wife and children, Ryuhei continues to leave home every morning as if he's going to the office, 
hoping to land a new job before anyone finds out. Soon each family member is engrossed in a secret life, as the lies 
they hoped would help them survive gradually lead the family to unforeseeable destruction. 

Probing the darker side of human nature and the social problems that confront contemporary Japan, Kurosawa’s 
portrayal of the breakdown and redemption of Japan’s “ordinary family” transcends conventions of genre and cultural 
boundaries. His efforts have been rewarded with worldwide critical acclaim, winning him the Best Director Award at 
the Mar del Plata film festival, the Grand Jury prize at the Chicago International Film Festival, and Un Certain Regard 
Jury Award at the Cannes Film Festival.  

Japanese with English subtitles. Rated PG-13. 119 min, 2009. Directed by Kiyoshi Kurosawa. 
This event is free and open to the public. Seating is limited and granted on a first come, first served basis.  

Open seats will be given to guests on standby at 6:40 pm. 

Reservations required. Only two (2) spaces can be reserved at a time. If you wish to reserve more spaces, please 
send additional email requests. Please send your name, affiliation, and the name of your guest to @ws.mofa.go..  
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